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SUBJECT: CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER TO DISCUSS SITUATION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS 

1. ACCOMPANIED BY DCM AND POLCOUNS, I CALLED ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
GUZZETTI THIS AFTERNOON TO REVIEW MAJOR ISSUES IN BILATERAL 
RELATIONS-I.E., QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. I POINTED OUT TO 
GUZZETTI THAT THERE WERE GROWING INDICATIONS THAT THIS WAS 
BECOMING A MAJOR IRRITANT IN RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERN- 
MENTS. I NOTED THAT ARGENTINE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND DEPART- 
MENT OF STATE ARE IN CLOSE CONTACT ON THE SITUATION BUT THAT I 
WISHED TO INDICATE TO HIM MY OWN SERIOUS CONCERN OVER WHAT I 
SEE AS POSSIBILITY OF UNWANTED CONFRONTATION. I ASSURED HIM 
THAT USG FULLY UNDERSTANDS THE DIFEICULTIES UNDER WHICH THE 
MILITARY ASSUMED POWER IN ARGENTINA AND EULLY UNDERSTANDS HOW 
COMPLEX IS THE PROELEM WHICH THE GOA NOW FACES. 

WE HAD WISHED AND STILL WISH TO HAVE THE BEST RELATIONS 
POSSIBLE WITH THE GOA. I NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT OUR 
ABILITY TO DO SO MAY BE JEOPARDIZED UNLESS THE GOA CAN TAKE 
MEASURES WITH REGARD TO IMPROVED RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE WAS RULE OF LAW. I SUGGESTED AS TWO 
POSSIBLE IMMEDIATE STEPS TOWARD THAT OBJECTIVE (A) THE 
PUBLICATION OE A LIST OE ALL THOSE DETAINED FOR POLITICAL OR 
SECURITY REASONS AND (B) THAT THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESSES 
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BE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER GUZZETTI MADE ENERGETIC REPLY. HE SAID 

HE NOTED ARGENTINE CHARGE WOULD SEE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE 
TOMORROW AND THAT HE ASSUMED SUBJECT WOULD BE HUMAN RIGHTS. 

IT PAINED ARGENTINA, HE SAID, NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY ITS 
FRIENDS. HE SAID HE OWED IT TO HONESTY TO ADMIT THAT THERE 
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HAD BEEN PROBLEMS AND EXCESSES, BUT HE SAID GOA HAD EACED 
INCREDIBLE SITUATION WHEN IT TOOK POWER LAST MARCH AND NEEDED 
TIME TO BRING ABOUT THE SOLUTIONS WHICH EVERYONE DESIRED. 

THE GOA WAS DOING WHAT IT BELIEVED NECESSARY TO COME TO GRIPS 
WITH THE SITUATION. IT SAW NO ALTERNATIVE TO THE COURSE IT 
HAS CHOSEN AND WOULD BE WILLING TO LISTEN IE OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
HAD SUCH ALTERNATIVE. 3. WE POINTED OUT THAT U. S. UNDERSTANDS THAT 
ARGENTINA IS AT WAR WITH TERRORISTS. THE U. S. ITSELE HAS BEEN 
THROUGH A NUMBER OF WARS THE PAST PEW YEARS AND CAN, THEREPORE, 
READILY COMPREHEND WHAT GOA IS UP AGAINST. WE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, 
THAT EVEN IN THE MIDST OP OUR BLOODIEST WARS WE HAVE TRIED TO 
OBEY THE LAW AND INTERNATIONAL NORMS. WHEN MEMBERS OF THE 
U. S. ARMED FORCES HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF EXCESSES, AS IN THE 
CASE OF LIEUTENANT CALLEY IN VIET NAM, THEY HAVE BEEN BROUGHT 
TO JUSTICE. IT IS, THEREFORE, EXTREMELY DIPPICULT POR USG TO 
UNDERSTAND WHY GOA HAS NO ALTERNATIVES. RULE OP LAW IS IN 
ITSELF AN ALTERNATIVE. 

4. GUZZETTI REPLIED THAT U.S. WAS COUNTRY WITH STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS AND LONG TRADITION OP CONSTITUTIONALISM AND RULE 
OP LAW. WHAT WORKED THERE WOULD NOT NECESSARILY WORK IN 
ARGENTINA. HE REITERATED THAT GOA WAS TAKING THE MEASURES IT 
BELIEVED APPROPRIATE TO CRITICAL SITUATION IT PACED. 

IT DID NOT CLAIM THAT ITS CONDUCT WAS PERPECT BUT IT DID ASK 
POR UNDERSTANDING AND POR AN EVEN HAND IN ANALYZING THE SITUA- 
TION. HE REPEATED AT SOME LENGTH COMPLAINTS THAT EVERYONE 
CRITICIZES GOA POR ITS COUNTER-TERRORIST ACTIONS BUT NO ONE 
CONDEMNS TERRORISTS FOR ASSASSINATIONS AND KIDNAPPINGS. 
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5. COMMENT: POREIGN MINISTER WAS REASONABLY CORDIAL THROUGH- 
OUT INTERVIEW BUT HE OBVIOUSLY PEELS VERY STRONGLY ON THE 
SUBJECT AND DID NOT MOVE AN INCH. JUDGING PROM HIS REACTION 
TO TODAY'S DEMARCHE, I DO NOT HAVE IMPRESSION GOA WILLING TO, 

OR PERHAPS IS NOT IN A POSITION TO, ACCEDE TO OUR SUGGESTIONS, 

SUCH AS PUBLICATION OP LISTS AND TRIALS POR THOSE GUILTY OF 
VIOLATIONS. 

HILL 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 1 1 -Feb-1 977 1 2:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BUENOS01 165 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770050-0291 

Format: TEL 
From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770251/aaaabsze.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 88fbf5c7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3346681 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER TO DISCUSS SITUATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
TAGS: PFOR, SHUM, AR, US, (GUZZETTI, CESAR AUGUSTO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/88fbf5c7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



